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The Biosphere Destinations initiative  
Biosphere Reserves as Sustainable Tourism 

Destinations in the World 
„In future our main concern will no 
longer be whether we can travel to 

every place on earth. 

Our main interest will be whether it is 
worthwhile arriving there.“ 

Hermann Löns, 1908 
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History 

> 1995> Making Tourism more sustainable > 2015>   

Herbert Hamele UNESCO MaB, Chania, 3-5  October 2016  



Biosphere Destinations  
A MaB initiative in partnership with Ecotrans 
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Lead organisation 
 
Partner organisation 
 
First pilot BRs in Europe 

27 November 2015: agreeing on the idea at the “Sustainable Tourism +20” conference in 
Vitoria–Gasteiz, Spain 

History       Initiative 
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The Biosphere Destinations Initiative is for developing and raising 
the economic, social and environmental benefits for BRs through a 
strong sustainable tourism brand world wide, using the SDG 2030 
and the MaB Lima Action Plan 2025 as guidance,  
 

i.e. through 
 local studies on tourism development opportunities 
 Sharing good practises 
 training of staff and stakeholders 
 inclusion of tourism development in BR management plans 
 certification of destinations, businesses, services and products 
 Knowledge networking, green travel mapping, monitoring  
 Promotion and marketing as “Biosphere Destinations” 

History       Initiative 



The SDG 12 „Ensure 
sustainable consumption 
and production patterns“ 
encourages all tourism 
stakeholders to give priority 
to the better choice:  
 

 environmentally friendly,  

 socially responsible, 

 economically viable. 
 

History       Initiative Context 



Quality Assessment,  
Certification & Marketing 

Knowledge Networking, 
Training & Education     

Sustainable Supply 
Chain Management   

Climate Change- Energy & 
Resource Efficiency        

Destination Management & 
Good Governance   

Sustainable 
Transport & Travel  

Natural and Cultural Heritage  

Sustainable Consumption and  
Production & Tourism (overarching) 
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Global & European policy topics for  
making tourism more sustainable 

http://destinet.eu/demo-design/who-who
http://destinet.eu/demo-design/who-who


DestiNet.eu 
 

SDG Partnership 
 

Knowledge Base 
• Topics 
• Who is who 
• Resources 
• Good Practices 
 

Market Place 
• Certificates & 
• Certified Tourism 
• Awards & 
• Atlas of Excellence 
 

DestiNet Services 
• Ask Expert 
• Green Travel Maps 
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History       Initiative Context 

Topics 

http://destinet.eu/
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150+ Green Tourism labels 2015: 1% certified 

History       Initiative Context 
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 An online workspace folder 
pre-filled with a customised 
listing of green proofs 
(environmental and 
sustainability certification 
programmes) to which your 
destination and your 
businesses can apply; 

An Online Tool to Develop Product Visibility 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps 
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 An online workspace folder 
pre-filled with a customised 
listing of green proofs 
(environmental and 
sustainability certification 
programmes) to which your 
destination and your 
businesses can apply; 

An Online Tool to Develop Product Visibility 

 Coming soon: 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps 
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 A listing and map of your 
destination prefilled with 
your existing green 
businesses; 

An Online Tool to Develop Product Visibility 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps 
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 The ability to list, map 
and monitor other – not 
yet certified - businesses 
in your territory relevant 
to the green mapping 
process (eg potential 
businesses, support 
organisations, green 
landmarks);  

An Online Tool to Develop Product Visibility 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps 
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 Your destination Green Travel 
Map can then be used on its 
own as a landing page to your 
green offers, both on your 
own site and in the DestiNet 
portal in our global collection 
of Green Travel Maps, which 
can be used for b2b or b2c 
purposes 

An Online Product to Give You Market Access 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps 
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The Bliesgau BR – 
Saarpfalz-Destination 
uses their Green Travel 
Map as tool for 
monitoring and raising 
their green offer  

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps 
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The regional Baden-
Württemberg Tourism 
Marketing Organisation 
uses their Green Travel 
Map as source for their 
green travel packages 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps 
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The National Tourism 
Organisation Germany Travel 
uses the Green travel Map 
Germany as source for  their 
international marketing of 
Green Tourism in Germany  
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Bliesgau BR – Saar-Pfalzkreis destination 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps 



Future Collaboration: Combining Green Travel Maps with  
„Green Destinations“ sustainability performance  

& 
 Nature 
 Culture 
 Social 
 Accessibility 
 Economy 
 Sustainability 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps 

Green offer 
on Green 
Travel Maps 



For multi-stakeholder networking & exchange 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps 
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… Initial steps 2016 

• March 2016: 4WCBR in Lima 

• June 2016: Delta del Po 

• August 2016: Langhirano 

• October 2016: Chania 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps            

 The “Biosphere Destinations” initiative… 
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  … shall be realised 2016 -2025 with 

• pilot steps and experiences in biosphere reserves  

• building the BRs community in view of a first pilot project 
for development and implementation of the Biosphere 
Destinations brand in the Euro-Mediterranean region 
(e.g. to EU for funding) 

• Expansion all over Europe 

• Expansion world wide 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps            

 The “Biosphere Destinations” initiative… 



© Herbert Hamele 

  … with a good starting potential in the Mediterranean BRs 

History    Initiative   Context    GreenTravelMaps            

 The “Biosphere Destinations” initiative… 

Biosphere Reserves Certified Green Tourism 
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  … e.g. La Palma Biosfera 
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 The “Biosphere Destinations” initiative… 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Start 2017 …. 
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 The “Biosphere Destinations” initiative… 



Welcome to the  

Biosphere Destinations: 

It‘s worthwhile arriving there! 
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Thank you for your attention! 
Herbert Hamele, herbert.hamele@ecotrans.de 


