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The Empowering Consumers for the Green Transition Directive (EU) 2024/825 (EmpCo) is currently being transposed into national law in the member states of the European Union. By September 27, 2026 environmental and sustainability certification systems for tourism businesses must meet a set of requirements (see draft below). Ecotrans will update the Certification Quickfinder in February and highlight those certificates with their certified businesses that already meet or are aiming to meet the EmpCo requirements by September 27, 2026. EmpCo Declaration for Certificates 2026

DECLARATION
Our certification system (name of the certificate)
-          operates already (delete if not applicable)
-          aims to operate by September 27, 2026 (delete if not applicable)
-          does not aim to operate by September 27, 2026 (delete if not applicable)
in accordance with the requirements applicable to sustainability labels under the Empowering Consumers for the Green Transition Directive (EU) 2024/825, amending Directive 2005/29/EC on unfair commercial practices (See key requirements below)
Place, date:
Organisation:
Name:

Signature:
 
Compilation of key EmpCo requirements for certification systems:
The certification system constitutes a third-party sustainability certification scheme and is not a self-declared or self-awarded label. Certification is granted exclusively following independent verification of compliance with predefined environmental and social criteria.
The certification scheme is characterised by the following elements:
1. Defined and Public Criteria
The scheme applies clearly defined, publicly available environmental and social requirements that are specific, evidence-based, and verifiable.
1. Independent Verification
Compliance with certification criteria is assessed by independent and competent assessors, separate from the certified tourism businesses, and free from conflicts of interest.
1. Monitoring and Enforcement
Certification is time-limited and subject to ongoing monitoring, with established procedures for non-compliance, suspension, and withdrawal.
1. Governance and Transparency
The governance structure, certification procedures, and conditions for use of the label are documented and publicly accessible.
1. Claims Control
Use of the certification label is subject to binding rules ensuring that environmental and social claims are accurate, specific, verifiable, and limited to the certified scope.
Fill in and send this declaration to: herbert.hamele@ecotrans.de
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